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simple and ignorant people, and sub-
versive, in their ease, of those condi-
tions for favorable national develop-
ment, which have been so happily
accorded to fthe Hawaiian
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document. My,
sonally to

Coote  came
=ydney for the purbose
of pressing the views put forward in
to be ready
any information shonld be yequired.
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statemeoent

““in regard to the
made that the people of

these Polynesian Islands are 'simple |

and
pears to consist in
eating

murdering and
committing any
other atrocity that happens to take
their fancy.” With regard to their
‘national development,’ it iscertainly
a curious faet that, whereas sixty
years ago, the population of the Sand-
wich Islands was estimated at 250,000,
ten vears ago it had decreused to 40.-
000, and is, at the presenttime, prob-

peonle, or

ably net more than 25,000, so that the |

“development 'appears to be tenuing
towards extinetion. Buat the fact of
the matter is this, although the gov-
ernment of the Sandwich Islands is
carried on nominally by a native
King and Parliament—His Majesty

dates his protest from lolaifi Palace, '

Honolulu—the real government is
carvied on 1n the inlerest of sugar
specu lators in the United States!’

‘““what is called a reciprocity treaty
exists between the Sandwieh Islands
and Ameriea, by
Hawaii is admitted free of duty into
the United States, and certain arti-
admitted free on the other
It happens with regard to these
have shown, that the
gradually deeieasing,

cles are
<ide.
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on very rapidly, a curicus comment-
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Vir. Whitaker pointed out that the
convention met principally in regard
tes the annexation of New Guinea and

the other islands of the South Pacifie
and as regards federation and the

French conviets, These
three most important sub-
which specially  claimed the
attention of the convention and which
they met to digenss, and deal with.
The first resolution which was passed
by the Convention was to this effect
“That further acquisition ot domin-
ion in the Pacitie, south of the Equa-
tor., by any foreign Power, would be
highly detrimental to the safety and
well-belng of the British possessions
in Australasia, and injurious to the
| interests of the Empire.” What the
| Convention desired was that the is-
lands of the South P'agifie should fall
into the hands of England, and here-
' after be federated with New Zoaland
| and the rest of the Australasian celo-
nies, The I'-'!ri‘t'!-it'lﬂ:l?i\'l'ﬂ of New Zea-
Lind were under the impression that
Cthe resolution ot "-'llﬂit"ll‘llll.\'
specifie, and therefore proposed us an
amendment, **That this Convention
respecfully  suggests that its object
| may be effectually attained in respect
of isiands not connected by treaty or
stherwise with foreign Powers, by ces-
sion, annexation, or a protectorate, as

ll'..--'-!i-l: of
were the

foots

|

Wwiis

may he most suitable in each ecase.”
CThe Coavention was of opinion that
these islands might be most effectual-
: iv brought under the control of Fng-
Tand by one of these modes, and they
are desirous that one of these modes
' <hould be adopted. That amendment,

however, was not carried, simply be-
cause it was thought that it would
lonk like dictating to the Imperial
Government, They proposed,
“Phat this Convention has no desire
to impose undue burthens eitherupon
CGireat Britain or Australasia by any
attempt to celonise or settle any of
these islands, and therefore proposes
to limit occupation to such an extent
Conly ag will be sufficent topreventin-
terference by foreign Powers, and will
enable Her Majesty’s Fmperial (Gov-
ernment to establish a jurisdiction by
C Orders-in-Couneil,similar to that now
in operation under the Western Paci-

also

fic orders, but :1[»}1“1‘:1]!'(’ alike to the
subjects of foreign nationsas the Brit-

ishh subjects.”’

With recard to other i=lands in the
| Pacific Mr. Whitaker savs that “there
are other islands in the Pacific of
which we eannot take possession - the
Navigators, for instance—Samon and
Tonga (that is, the Friendly Islands),
for this reason; they have heen ace-
knowledged by Her Majesty's Geverns
ment, by the German Government,
and, to a certain extent, hy the Amer-
ican Government. But there is ne
mode by which without a breach of
international law, we can obtain pos-
spssion of these is lands, except by
cession. Whether they might be ced-
od to Great Britain is a (uestion to be
determined in the future.”

{ In conclusion of this long address
Mr. Whitaker said: ‘‘ Now is the
time and it is the duty of every man
in New Zealand—the duty of every
man in these Australasian colonies
to take the subjects we have dis-
cuszed to-night into his serious con-
sideration «nd to deal with them
without delay, and to consider care-
fullv what I have said to-night, which
iz oniv balf of what could be said in
favor of that which is proposed to be
and at onece to make up his
I hope that, throwing
considerations, all
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moned 1o act,
asid all  party
selfisn feelings of every deseription,
step forward and
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bound
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tries wineh shall be up in &
' foederation for the present, and
a prond empire in the futare.”
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